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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Documents which relate to the subject matter of the present 
invention are brought to the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.98. Copies 
of the cited references accompany the form PTO-1449 filed 
herewith. 

The Applicants understand their duty under 3 7 C.F.R. § 
1.56(a) to disclose to the Examiner all material information of 
which the Applicants are aware. The Applicants are citing that 
information, known to them, which the Applicants believe a 
reasonable Examiner would consider important in deciding whether 
to allow the present application to issue as a patent. 
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While this statement contains all the relevant information 
presently known to the Applicants, it should not be interpreted 
as a representation that an exhaustive search has been conducted 
or that no other relevant information exists. Moreover, the 
Applicants invite the Examiner to make an independent evaluation 
of the cited references to determine their relevance to the 
subject matter of the present application. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (2), the undersigned submits 
that none of the references cited in this information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application and to the knowledge 
of the undersigned after making a reasonable inquiry, none of the 
references cited in this information disclosure statement was 
known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
statement . 

Presently, there is no fee required with this Information 
Disclosure Statement as it is being submitted in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1), i.e., before the 
mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113 or 
a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311. However, if for 
some unforeseen reason, a fee is required, please consider this a 
conditional petition for an extension of time and please charge 
Account No. 12-2147. Finally, the Applicants urge that their 
claims are patentably distinguishable over all disclosed relevant 
information or any combination of that information. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




440 Commercial Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel. : (617) 227-0700 
Fax. : (617) 723-4609 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this paper along with 
any paper or document referred to therein as being attached or 
enclosed, is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service via First Class Mail, Postage Prepaid, service under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.8, addressed to the: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 - this 15th day of June, 1999. 
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